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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 



The absence of a standard Christian Urdu » literature for 
the Indian Church is so generally acknowledged that the pub- 
lication of the First Part of Butler's Analogy of Religion^ in ' 
that language^ hardly needs an apology ; yet a word or so appears 
necessary to explain why a work so strictly philosophical in its 
principles^ and so difficult to translate^ should have been chosen 
for the purpose^ in preference to any of the other religious and 
philosophical works in which the English language abounds. 

The merits of this admirable treatise are so many and so 
Varied^ that the more one reads it, the more one will be convinced^ 
of its great value to the cause of Religion in general^ and to the; 
Christian Church in particular. What decided the translator's 
choice was the catholic spirit of the First Part, which resemblea 
the dispensations of the God of Nature, whose moral government 
it so strikingly sets forth. 

The requirements of the Indian Church deserve the greatest 
attention^ and it is hoped that this translation will in some 
measure meet them ; and further that its benefits will not be 
confined to this, but that its catholic spirit will pave the way 
still further, and cause it to be read without prejudice by the 
most scrupulous Hindoo or Mahomedan. 

The School Master is abroad in India, and young men of. 
various persuasions are daily leaving our Schools and Colleges 
with various degrees of education both in the English and in thii' 
Vernacular. Those who have received a purely secular training 
in the Government Seminaries, either remain in after life blindly 
attached to the superstitions of their fore-fathers, or, as is more* 
generally, the case^ hold deistical views and principles. Those, on 
ihe other hand^ who have received their education in Mission 
Colleges leave them as a rule with more or less speculative 
knowledge of the truth ; but it is to be feared that the generality 
of them remain undecided and sceptical; whilst the writings 
of the enemies of Revelation serve to confirm them in this state 
of mind. It is the translator's earnest hope that his work may 
prove as useful among these classes, as the original has been to* 
similar person^ iti England; and be more than equal to combats 
the refined scepticisiii of a David Hume or the coai'se infidelity* 
of a Tbomas Paine, while it disposes the mind of the reader' 
Seriously to attend to the evidence of the fundamental truths* 
of religion. 
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Treatises of this natiire may also prove useful in Theologi* 
cal Colleges such as that lately established in Lahore. 

The entire absenee of moral an J philosophical wtjfrks in Urdu 
is so evident that it is almost superfluous to offer any illustration ; 
the meagre prose extract from the Arabian Nights &c. which 
appear and continue unaltered year after year in the Urdu 
Entrance Courses of the Calcutta University sufficiently testify to 
the fact. There is no religious element involved in this work 
of such a character as to forbid its being studied by either Hin- 
doos or Mahomedans ; should it then be adopted in whole or part 
by any of our Indian Universities as 'a text-book for their 
examinations^ the highest aspirations of the translator will have 
been realized. 

The first chapter was translated about three years ago*^ but 
it was abandoned for a time in. consequence of the absence of 
philosophical terms in the Urdu language. In the mean while 
a large number of expressions were collected from Persian works/ 
on.moral philosophy^ especialy from the Akhlaq-i-JaMi a work 
of no small merit. In every instance equivalents have been 
supplied^ so as to avoid the introduction of English words. , It 
has been the translator's endeavor to render his translation close 
and vigorous and to express the sentiments of his author intel- 
legibly and forcibly, in pure and idiomatic Urdu. Arabic and 
Persian phrases have been avoided, so far as the translation of 
a work so abstruse would admit. Here and there some original 

explanatory notes will be found on the margin. 

. • ■ ■ - ». 

A brief life of Butler has been annexed in a style adapted 
to the native taste ; and should a second edition be demanded, an 
analysis of each chapter after Dr. Angus will alsOj God willing, 
be supplied. 

In furnishing an Urdu Preface the translator has bowed 
to Asiatic custom in its manner and style. 

At the end. a few poetical Tarikhs or chronograms have been 
given, showing the year of the translation of the work after the 
Abjed calculation and bearing the names of their respective 
authors. 

The translator feels that he cannot conclude these remarks 
without gratefully acknowledging the cheerful and cordial help 
that has been afforded him by friends. He has much pleasure 
in being able to mention in the foremost place his much esteemed 
friend Mr. W. Campbell, who has taken the liveliest interest 
in the work, and has afforded substantial assistance both in 
comparing and revising the translation, devoting not a few of 
his evenings to the purpose. 
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The next person to whom the translator is indebted is 
Moulvie Mahomed Bashir, Head Moulvie of St. John's College, 
Agra, a very able and highly intelligent Arabic scholar. He has 
been good enough carefully to look over the work, and in doing 
so has not only pointed out the portions that appeared obscure, 
but has also made many valuable suggestions, the adoption of 
which has rendered the work more complete. 

The translator's thanks are also due to the Revs. H. W. 
Shackell, and C. E. Vines. Although these gentlemen have 
been unable to afford him any material help in consequence 
of more immediate duties, they have willingly assisted him by 
their advice and encouragement. 

Last, though not least, the translator is indebted to Mr. 
M. Kempson, Director of Public Instruction N. W. P., for his able 
and judicious strictures, by the aid of which he has been enabled 
still further to add to the correctness of the work. 

In conclusion the translator must confess, that notwith- 
standing all his endeavors, he has sometimes failed to convey the 
precise impression expressed by the original ; but he has exerted 
himself to the utmost of his ability ; and now leaves his work for 
a candid public to decide how far he has been successful. 



^gray January 1873. H. R. W. 
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